Why do we pay the $275 marching band fee?
We understand that in today’s economy, $275 may seem like a large amount of money to participate in marching band. We want our students and parents to understand that we make it a priority to keep our costs as low as possible while maintaining an enriching and competitive experience for our students. We currently charge much less than the vast majority of competitive marching bands in our area (many of whom do not even go away to camp.)

As I compare the amount of our fees to what I pay for one of my children to play a few games of soccer in a season; and consider the breadth of the marching band experience and all that it has to offer kids, I find it to be a tremendous value at $275.  Below is an explanation of the how our yearly budget is broken down.
What MCSD pays for marching band:

· Director supplemental salaries (director, asst. director, brass tech, color guard instructor, percussion instructor, asst. color guard, asst. percussion)

· Some of the camp sectional staff

· Drill

· Music

· Bus Transportation for games and contests

What the $275 marching band fees cover:

· Band camp costs (including 3 meals a day/lodging/lifeguard)
· Show/uniform t-shirt

· Uniform cleaning

· 2 pairs of uniform gloves

· Drill book and lanyard

· Band camp activities/games
· Band camp supplies (batteries, office supplies, sticks reeds, mallets, etc……….)
· Additional guard and band staff for camp 

· Flags for show

· Rifles, flag poles, tapes, crutch tips and other guard supplies

· Props for show

· Transportation costs for trailers for the entire season

· Food for students at contests

· Clinicians and temporary staff during the season

· Color guard uniforms

· Awards and OMEA State medals at end of season

· Much, much more!!!!

Middletown Musical Arts Club (MMAC) also provides several thousand dollars a year in additional funding for marching band to cover the above costs.
