The Middletown High School Marching Band

“Excellence in Motion”

Student Handbook

PHILOSOPHY

The Middletown High School Marching Band is an organization dedicated to the total development of its students, and concerns itself with the musical, academic, and personal growth of each and every member. To achieve this growth a true atmosphere of community must exist among all the members, and the group must adopt a strong, consistent work ethic.

GOAL STATEMENT

The goal of the Middletown High School Marching Band is to achieve the ultimate level of performance through a unified pursuit of excellence.

STANDARDS FOR RULES AND GUIDELINES

All of the rules and guidelines set forth in this handbook are based on one or more of the following four standards:

1. Respect for others

2. Respect for self

3. Respect for property/facilities

4. Respect for the group as a whole (PRIDE)

In situations not covered by this handbook these four basic principles must be kept in mind.

RULES AND GUIDELINES

Fees
1. All Marching Band Fees must be paid in full in order for a student to perform. Students who are not fully paid by the first game will sit out of performances until their balance is paid. 

2. STUDENTS WHO DO NOT COMPLETE BAND CAMP OR THE SEASON ARE STILL RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYING ALL FEES.  

3. Students can not begin building a balance in their student account for trips, etc. until all previous fees are paid in full.
Attendance/Participation
Attendance is mandatory at all rehearsals and performances. Because of the nature of marching band, all members must be present in order to be most effective. It is the responsibility of each member to ensure that other activities (i.e. doctor appointments, orthodontist, senior pictures, driver’s ed, etc.) do not conflict with rehearsals and performances. Only unavoidable conflicts will be excused based upon director discretion.
Active Participation is a vital part of the success of the band. Students who are at practice, but not actively participating in fundamental/field/music rehearsal due to illness, injury, discipline, etc. are not improving at the same rate as the rest of the band, and hinder the development of other members around them. Students who are not actively participating in fundamentals/field rehearsal/music rehearsal may be moved to an alternate position in the band or may be removed from performance.
Alternates are members of the MHS Marching Band that are involved in every aspect of the marching band experience with the exception of contest show performance. These students play in pregame, in the stands, at parades, travel to games and contests, and are eligible to travel to special trips (i.e. Florida.) Alternates are expected to attend all rehearsals and be actively participating in practices.

Excused Absence/ Tardy/ Early Dismissal:

An absence which is deemed unavoidable based on director discretion. Excused absences include, but are not limited to, the following: illness, excused absence from school and funerals. All excused absences must be accompanied by a parent or doctor note.

WORK, SOCIAL EVENTS, BIRTHDAY PARTIES, CONCERTS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES ARE NEVER CONSIDERED EXCUSED ABSENCES!

1.) Continued excused absences/tardies/early dismissal may result in removal from performance based on director discretion.

2.) Excessive excused absences/tardies/early dismissals may result in dismissal from marching band, following a parent-director conference.

3.) ANYONE WHO IS IN SCHOOL FOR THE FULL DAY, AND IS PLANNING ON GOING HOME DUE TO ILLNESS MUST SEE A DIRECTOR AND GET PARENT PERMISSION AS IF THEY WERE SIGNING OUT FROM SCHOOL.
4.) Telling a friend or posting on facebook DOES NOT constitute “A Note from a parent”
5.) If you are too sick to attend school, you are too sick to rehearse.
Unexcused Absence:

An absence from rehearsal or performance which is deemed avoidable by the director(s). Unexcused absences include, but are not limited to, the following: work, truancy, social events, concerts, unapproved after school meetings, detentions, suspensions, etc.

1.) First unexcused absence will result in removal from the weekend performance(s), and parent(s) will be notified.

2.) Second unexcused absence will result in removal from weekend performance(s), parent notification of PROBATIONARY STATUS, and removal from any leadership position.

3.) Third unexcused absence will result in dismissal from marching band for the remainder of the season.

Unexcused Tardy/ Early Dismissal:

A late arrival or early dismissal from a rehearsal or performance which is deemed avoidable by the director(s). Unexcused tardies/ early dismissals include, but are not limited to, the following: work truancy, social events, concerts, unapproved after school meetings, detention, suspension, etc.

1.) Unexcused tardies/early dismissals will result in appropriate disciplinary measures.

2.) Continued unexcused tardies/early dismissals will result in removal from weekend performance(s), and parent notification.

3.) Extensive unexcused tardies/early dismissals will result in dismissal from marching band following a parent-director conference.
Any student who is removed from performance will be expected to attend the event, dress, and be involved in any off-field activities.
Conduct

In order to achieve the highest possible level of performance and show our pride whenever we are associated with the band, a great deal of self-control and self-discipline are required. Our success and our enjoyment of marching band greatly depend on our ability to practice these virtues at all times. Therefore, the highest standard of personal conduct and cooperation will be expected and demonstrated by each member at rehearsals and performances. Exemplary behavior will be exhibited by each member any time we act as a group, and our actions should be judged by others as being reflective of our PRIDE in the group.

Preparation

Students must be on time and prepared for all rehearsals and performances. This includes preparation of music, marching, and having the proper equipment (i.e. instrument, set book, music, lyre, reeds, sticks, flags, mouthpiece, etc.) Being “on time” means arriving early enough to have all equipment ready to rehearse at the assigned time.

Music Checks/Routine Checks

Music checks will take place several times throughout the season. Music checks are designed to make sure that each member of the marching band reaches the expected level of excellence, and is able to perform his/her part. The goal of the music check is to have a band in which all members play at the highest possible level of musicality.

Music checks will consist of checking memorization of rhythms, pitches, dynamics, articulation, style, stickings, and any other applicable aspect of music performance.

Routine checks will cover a color guard member’s knowledge and performance of routine memorization, style, poise, accuracy, body work, weapons work, and any other appropriate aspects of color guard performance.

Music checks and routine checks will be administered by directors, field commanders, section leaders and squad leaders. Students who do not pass the check will be referred to the director(s). These students will perform a second check for the director(s). If the student does not pass the second check he/she will not perform at that weekend performance(s). A third check will take place the following week in order to become re-eligible for performance.

Any student who is removed from performance will be expected to attend the event, dress, and be involved in any off-field activities.
Marching Checks

Marching checks will take place several times throughout the season. Marching checks are designed to make sure that each member of the marching band reaches the expected level  of marching performance. The goal of the music check is to have a band in which all members march at the highest possible level

Marching checks will be based on a student’s knowledge of the following:

1.) Performance of marching fundamentals

2.) Memorization of Drill

3.) Poise and Performance Style

Marching checks will be administered by directors, field commanders, section leaders and squad leaders. Students who do not pass the check will be referred to the director(s). These students will perform a second check for the director(s). If the student does not pass the second check he/she will not perform at that weekend performance(s). A third check will take place the following week in order to become re-eligible for performance.

Any student who is removed from performance will be expected to attend the event, dress, and be involved in any off-field activities.
Uniform

The purpose of uniform etiquette is to project the pride and self-discipline of the Middletown High School Marching Band. When in full uniform everyone must have black shoes, black socks, show t-shirt, black uniform pants, uniform jacket, white gloves (if applicable), and hat (if applicable). If anyone is missing a part of this uniform they may be instructed not to march. In the case of cold weather students should dress warmly under the uniform. Coats will not be permitted until EXTREME cold weather hits. The following guidelines must be maintained when in uniform:

1.) No visible Jewelry

2.) No public displays of affection

3.) No profane language

4.) Complete uniform at all times

a.) Zippers must be zipped and clasped unless otherwise instructed

b.) Hats on in correct position, and may be removed only when done as a group

5.) Hair must be up in a hat, color guard hair consistent

6.) No chewing gum while in uniform

7.) No additions to the uniform (i.e. badges, medals, pins, stickers, etc.)

OUR PARENTS HAVE WORKED HARD TO PROVIDE OUR UNIFORMS. THEY MUST BE TREATED WITH THE UTMOST OF CARE.
** A clean and maintained instrument is expected for all performances.**

Bus Trips

First, we must remember that we are very fortunate to able to travel during our marching season. The staff, parents, and school administration have gone to great efforts in order to make it possible for us to take trips. Whenever the band is traveling it is extremely important that you follow the itinerary. They will be distributed during the week that we are traveling. If someone is late it is possible that they will be left behind. Please give yourself enough time to get to the school safely, check out your uniform, get your instrument packed, get inspected, and load the bus.

Also, the marching band is one of the most representative groups at Middletown High School. It is important that you follow all school rules when you are with the band.

Attendance will be taken before the busses leave. Please make sure that you are attentive so role call can go smoothly. If you are not riding the bus you must be arriving or departing with a parent. No one except your parents can transport you to or from an event without prior administrative permission. This is school policy, no exceptions. If you do ride with your parents you must present this in writing to a band staff member.

Bus drivers are there to do their job. Please help them by following the same rules as if you were riding to or from school. No hanging out the windows, no loud talking or yelling, no public displays of affection, etc. Please keep only 2 per seat, hang uniforms neatly where available, and place instruments under the seat.

Football Games

While at football games please keep in mind that you are there to support the team and the school. We will be playing cheer songs in the stands which requires you to have all music with you at every game. Your music is your responsibility. Be ready to play anytime during the game and frequently! Please use care while in the stands. No food or drink is permitted in the band section of the stands. This also includes food being passed to you from outside the stands. You are required to sit in sections while at a football game. Only members of the marching band are allowed in band stands (no boyfriends, friends, etc.) Third quarter is time to get refreshments and to use the restroom. We will remain in full uniform, with the exception of hats and gloves during this time. You must return to the band stands by the end of the third quarter. Anyone who is late will lose third quarter privileges the following week. 

Band Council

Band council is the leadership group that will help drive the success of the band. These student leaders are appointed to assist in the instruction and execution of music and marching at rehearsals and performances. The band council includes the president, vice president, field commanders, section leaders, squad leaders, and color guard captains. Band council members are appointed by the director(s) at the beginning of each season, or in the case of president and vice president they are elected by the band. 

Pride

As a member of the Middletown High School Marching Band, you are expected to project the sense of pride and class that has been associated with this organization. This is true both on and off the field. School attendance, grades, and school conduct are all a big part of this responsibility. Students who fail to represent the band in the best fashion in the school community as a whole may be put on a probationary or alternate status or may be removed from marching band.
